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=] N theſe Words S. Paul gives us ve- 
ry briefly, the Sum and Subſtancs 
A] of the glorious Privileges and Ad- 
i vantagesot Chriſtianity,the Ground 
7 and Foundation of all our Ho 
| Em Ria, and Means of our Deliverance 2 
in eternal State of Miſery, and attaining a State 
of fs everlaſting, : above all we can ark 
or think. A Subject propet for our Meditation 
at all Times, as affording the trueſt Comfort in 
all States; and ſuch Matter of ſolid Joy and 
Delight, as will add Life, Vigour, and Hearti- 
 hels to thoſe Thanks and Praiſe es, which it will 
at the ſame Time prepare, incline, and, in a 
manner, force us to pay to Almighty Gov; and 
more particu wy ſo, whenever we do more fo- 
_ Emily 22 rare any Act of our Bleſſed Sa- 
| 8 Wo He e this Redemption 
15 us. Ar d, ther erefore, very proper for us at 
Qi Fim our Church fill calls upon us, 
in her 2 for this may, in 65 more eſpecial 
Mate d ro offer up our Praiſes, to, four f 
Gov. for the glorious Reſurrection of our Plef. 
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"fed Swica, who by His Death hath „ ed 
Death, and by His rift ſing to Life again, hath re- 
Fred us 50 eve / e Liſe. That we may, 
AN therefore, more effectually call into our Minds 
ſuch Thoughts and Refledions as may beſt pro- 
| mote that Joy and Thankfulneſs which ought to 
| fill our Hearts at this Time, I ſhall now endea- 
vour to help your Meditations, by lay ing before 
| Fou what 8. Paul teaches us in theſe Words of 
my Text. In which we may obſerve, Firſt, The 
| 
Matter, or the high Privilege and Advantage | 
obtain d for us, and to which we now have a 
lite, here n led, an Acceſs unto the Father. . 
| For through Him b we both, i. e. both Jews and 
. Gentiles, have an Acceſs unto the Father. Se- 
| _  condly. The Manner how this is brought about, 
vis. Thro Him, Jzsvs CARIS r, by one Spi- 
m the. by the Holy Ghoſt, | for ſo the Æthio- 
Po pick Verſion reads, and the Senſe ſe of the Place re- 
quires it to be underſtood. 1n ſpeaking therefore. 
26," ele Particulars, I all take this Method. 


—— 1 To ſhew what is meant by: having Ac- 
3 0 unto the Father 
II. How this is procured for. us by our 


Bleſſed Saviour: How it: is that thro Him alone 
we can have this Acceſs, 


II. Wnart-in this is to be aſcribed to the 

: Holy Spirit; and how By Him it is that we 
"attain it. And having briefly laid theſe wings - 
before you, I ſhall then, by way of Uſe and 
Application, ſhew you, 1. How they ought to 
affect our Minds. "And. Laſtly, How we may 


attain this Temper, and the happy bleſſed and 


* loriouls Froits and Effects of it. 
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I. By Acceſs is meant a Liberty of approach- 
ing any Perſon, free Admiſſion into his Pre- 
ſence, grounded upon his Favour, his Wil- 
lingneſs (through his gracious Inclinations to- 
wards us) and Readineſs to hear and help, and 
do good tous. And, therefore, the greater the 
Perſon is to whom we have Acceſs, the higher 
muſt be the Privileges and Advantages implied 

in it: So that when we are told we have an Ac- 
ceſs unto Gov the Father, this muſt ſignify im- 
menſe ineſtimable Privileges and Atvantages, 
But this is not all we learn in this Place: For 
there are two Things beſides, which ſet forth 
_ theſe Privileges as ſtill greater, and make them 
more dear to us. (1.) That before this Acceſs 
was purchaſed for vs, we were Enemies to Go p, 
in a very hopeleſs deſperate Eſtate, real Objects 
of God's 2 and Vengeance. (2.) That 
this Acceſs is granted us, not only as Perfons 
barely reconciled, but in a manner which doth 
imply and ſignify the higheſt Benefits and Ad- 
pans op which can be received from it. For an 
Acceſs is granted us unto Gop, as unto our 
Father: Now we may approach Him as Sons, 
we are of His Houſhold ; and this implies the 
_ greateſt Degree of Favour and Kindneſs, which 
the ſtrongeſt Ties of Affection we have any No- 
tion of can give us. (1.) That we were Enemies 
to Gopin a very hopeleſs deſperate State, before 
this Acceſs was procured for us, we need no 
better Evidence, thay the Deſcription which 
S. Paul gives of the miſerable State we Gentiles - 
were in before the Appearing of our Saviour in 
the World, in what He tells the Epheſ. ver. 12. of 
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this Chapter, That they were without CHRIST, 
being Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, 
and Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
having no Hope, and without Go » in the World. 
i. e. There being no Covenant of Mercy which 
ever Gob made with Mankind, but only in 
and through our Savivar CHRIST; and they 
having no Relation to that, neither had, nor 

could have any Foundation for any ſolid Hope 
of Gov's Favour, either in this World, or in the next. 
This, at v. 11. he bids them remember, and there- 


by appeals to what they themſelves had felt, for 
the Truth of this Repreſentation of the miſerable 


State from which they had ſo lately been deliver d. 


An Argument of the 3 Force, for quicx- 


ning their Thankfulneſs ro Almighty G op, and 
making tlioſe ineſtimable Benefits they had re- 
ceiv'd yet more dear to them; as Eaſe to Men 
in the greateſt Pains, gives them the moſt affe- 
Ring Senſe and quickeſt Reliſh of the Benefit of 


that Bleſſing. Now tho', indeed, to us, Who, 


thro' Gop's good Providence, have been born 
of Chriſtian Parents, been baptized into His 
Church; and admitted into this Covenant of Mer- 
cy from our very Infancy, and ſo have never felt 
the Wretchedneſs of being in a State where we 
had no ſure Foundation for our Hopes of God's 
Mercy to us, this Argument cannot have all that 


* 


Life and Force which it had with the Epheſtant, 


and other Gentiles, who had lain under thofe 


miſerable Circumſtances: Yet, a very little Con- 


ſideration will be ſufficient to convince any rea- 


jonable Man, of the vaſt Difference between 


theſe Two States, of having an Aſſurance of 


Mercy and Faveur, from a Covenant ratified 
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and ſealed with the Blood of the only begotten - 


Son of Go D, and being left ro uncertain Gueſ- 
ſes, and our imperfect Reaſonings from the Na- 
ture of Go v. Where, after all, we find muc 
ſtronger Arguments for our Miſery, taken from 

our own Sinfulneſs, and Go »'s Juſtice, than we 

can for any Favour from His Goodneſs and Mercy. 

For we certainly. know, that even eternal pu- 
niſhment of Offenders is by no means inconſi- 
ſtent with infinite Goodneſs, becauſe then Gop 
could not have threatned it. For, to have 
threatned any thing which was inconſiſtent 
with, His Nature, had been to have threat- 
ned nothing, fince what is inconſiſtent with 
rat, we are ſure can never be. Nor could the 
Devil and his Angels be ſo puniſhed. For, if | 
| I Govp's Goodneſs did oblige Him to pardon Sin- 2 
ners upon their Repentance, it mult oblige Him 
1 ill to pardon all Sinners without Exception, when- 
cover they do, repent ; and, conſequently, the "i 
f | Devils muſt be pardoned; fince it cannot be 
, | imagined, but that even They would certainly 

have long ſince repented moſt heartily, when 

they felt the Miſery they were brought into. 
And, therefore, when Men have no Hopes of 
Mercy, but what will equally. free the Devil 
and his Angels from their Puniſhment, ſurely, 
their Condition muſt. be very hopele/s and miſe- 
rable. And yet, this is; the State into which, 
there are too man among us would bring us, 
who; denying all Revelation, and thoſe Methods 
and, Means of Salvation which Go Himſelf 
hath, of His infinite Mercy, appointed and 
ranxed to us, pretend in à manner to preſcribe. 
Laws to our Maker, and oblige Him to accept 
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of thoſe Terms of Peace and Reconciliation 
which they pleaſe to offer Him, But Buſi- 
nels at preſent, is not with theſe miſerable de- 


luded Wreiches. I am not to ſuppoſe any ſuch 


do be here: Nor, if there were, can I think 
they would give any Attention to what is ſaid. 


Lam now ſpeaking to ſuch as, I hope, do hear- 


tily believe rhe Chriſtian Religion. And, what 


hath been ſaid, I hope, may be ſufficient to give 


us ſuch a Notion of that Miſery, which We Gen 
_ tiles, more eſpecially, have been deliver d from 
by the Preaching of the Goſpel to us, as will 


give us a very lively Senſe of it, and endear to 
us this ineſtimable Bleſſing which hath been pro- 


cured for us, our Peace and Reconciliation to 


Almighty Go p, and Liberty of Acceſs thereby 
unto Him. (2.) And yet this is not all we have 


to conſider in this Caſe : For though we were 
Enemies to God, in ſuch a deſperate hopeleſs 


Eſtate as hath been repreſented, we have not 


been barely reconciled ro Gop, or placed in 


ſome very low Degree of His Favour, which 


yet would have becn a Bleſſing beyond what the 
| beſt mecr Man could, with any Reaſon, have 
hoped for, or expected; but this Peace, this 


Reconciliation which hath been purchaſed for us, 
is all along, in the Scriptures, repreſented to us 
as a State of the greateſt Favour, and conveying 
to us the higheſt Benefits and Bleſſings, 82655 | 
can proceed from the greateſt Love and Affe- 


ion; for hereby we are admitted as Children 
of Go d, we are called Heirs of Go p, and Joint- 

heirs with CRRIST. To as many as received 
Cnxisr, to them gave He Power (or, as in 


the Margin of your Bible, Right or Privilege) to 
2 i become 
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become the Sons of Go p, John i. 12. And again, 
1 John iii. 1, 2. Behold what manner of Love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon ut, that we ſhould be cal- 
led the Sons of Gov. Beloved, now are we'the 
Sons of God, and it doth not % rp what 
wwe ſhall be, but we know, that when He (our Sa- 
 viour) ſpall appear, we ſhall be lite Him. I need 
not quote more Texts to prove this, which ng 
Man who hath ever look'd into his Bible can be 
a Stranger to; nor offer to ſet forth what high 
Degree of Favour is implied in it, every Perfon 
almoſt having fuch an inward Feeling of the 
Greatneſs of the Aﬀection of Parents, as muſt 


+ give him a clearer and much livelier Notion of 
WU this, than can be conveyed to him in Words. And 
pet the tendereſt, moſt affecting Love of this 


| Kind, comes far thort of that which Gov hath. 
declared towards thoſe who are admitted intro 
Covenant with Him, and adopted for His Chil- 
q dren.. For thus Iſaiab ys exprefly, xlix. 15. 
Y ſpeaking in the Name of Gov to His Church, 
Can a Woman forget her Sucking Child, that ſhe 
. | ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of her 
; Womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will J not for- 
get thee. And this may be ſufficient ro ſhew us 
what we are to underſtand by our having Ac- 
- ceſs unto the Father. I come now. 
HII. To ſhew how this is procuted for us by 
our Saviour ; how it is that thro' Him alone we 
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enn attain it. Now to ſhew, this all which can 
be needful, is to ſhew, (1.) That no Sinner can 
have any Title to Go »'s Favour or Mercy, un- 
leſs it be from ſome Covenant or Promiſe. 
(2.) That our Saviour, by chat one perfect Sa- 
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crifice and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
World, which He made of Himſelf, render'd us 
Sinners, Objects of Gop's Mercy, and procured a 
Covenant and Promiſe of Pardon and Favour, of 
which He is the ſole Mediator and Diſpenſer. 
And (3.) That Go p hath made no other Cove- 
nant of any Mercy or Favour, but by Him. For, 
if Sinners can have no Title to God's Favour 
but by a Covenant, and our Saviour hath pro- 
cured ſuch a Covenant, and He is the ſole Me- 
diator of it, and Gop hath made no Covenant 
or Promiſe of Pardon, but by Hàn; it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that it is through Him alone 
that we can have an Acceſs unto GOD. Now, 
that no Sinner can have any Title to Gop's Fa- 
vour or Mercy, but from ſome Covenant or Pro- 
miſe, I think, is very plain: Becauſe no Sinner, 
1 uch, can be an Object of Gop's 
Mercy : And if he repents, That without ſome 
Covenant cannot make him ſo. Becauſe, if Re- 
pentance could of itſelf, by its own Nature, 
without any Covenant, render Perſons Objects 
of Gop's Mercy, it muſt always produce this 
Effect in every Perſon, and ſo there muſt al- 
ways be Place for it, and it could never come 
too late; and cven the Devil himſelf (as hatn 
been hinted before) could not be deprived of 
the Benefit of it. But we are ſure, that there are 
Circumſtances where there is no Place for Re- 
pentance, and that it may come too late: And 


- 


therefore we are as ſure, that That itſelf cannot 


render any Perſons Objects of God's Fayour, 
bur that it is ever accepted, muſt be wholly ow- 
ing toſome Covenant and Promiſe; and, there- 


6 foxe, 
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Title to Oops Favour. (.) That our Saviour 


fore, that without That no Sinner can have any 


hath made ſuch a Covenant for us, by which our 


ſincere, though imperfe& Obedience will be ac- 


_ cepted, our hearty Repentance and Turning from | 
our Sins fo far admitted, as that they ſhall Hor 2 


Perſons accepted and rewarded with eternal 


Happineſs at the Day of Judgment for His Sake, 1 


is a Propoſition which it would be needleſs to 
inſiſt on in a Chriſtian Aﬀembly, theſe being the 
known and allowed Terms and Conditions of the 
Goſpel. But that theſe are procured for us by 
His Death and Sufferings, and this Covenant 
founded on the Sacrifice He made of Himſelf, 
by which He became our only Mediator, may 
be proper for us to conſider; not only beca 0 
there are ſome who will call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians who diſpute this, but chiefly, becauſe the 
Conſideration of this will kindle the higheſt 
Love in us to Him, ſhew us where to place all 
our Hopes and Confidence towards GO p, and 
how we may attain the Benefits of this Covenant 
which He hath purchaſed for us. For if His Suf- 
ferings were in our Stead, as greater Inſtance of 
His Love to us could not be given, ſo greater, 
more affecting and powerful Motives for our 
higheſt Love to Him cannot be offered. If by His 
Death He became a Sacrifice for our Sins, thro' 
that alone it is that we can have any Confidence 
towards Go»; through His Merits and Media- 
tion only can we find Acceptance, and by Faith 
in His Blood can only obtain the Benefits of this 
Sacrifice. Now this will be ſufficiently plain to 
. FFF 


2 _ any. one who will but conſider what the Scri- 
L prturcs afficm in this Caſe, viz. That our Saviour 
We) 1 Foby (4) is che Propitiation for our Sins ; Thit (5) His 
N 50 Heb.x. Blood is the Blood of the Covenant wherewith wwe 
ri. 1 are ſanctiſied; (c) through which we have Peace, 
1 * (d) Redemption, (e) Juſtiſſoation, (F) are waſbed, 
| g) cleanſed from our Sins, (h) made nigh unto 
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>. Gop, (i) receive the Promiſe of an eternal Inbe- 

pb. i. 7. | . Gs hb 22 

Eo. i. 1g. Titance and in ſhort, that there is hardly any 

Bon. e. Phraſe made uſe of in the Old Teſtament, with 

. relation to Expiatory Sacrifices, but what is ap- 

WD Rev. i. n+ 3 5 + 

plied to the Death of our Saviour; and, con- 

Keb. ſequently, there could not be a plainer, more 

IS» 13,14. . | | | A 

Bb) pb. i. expreſſive way uſed, than what we find both in 

„ the Prophets and in the New Teſtament, to ex 8 

2 15 us that His Death and Sufferings were in our | 

| Stead, to make Aranement for our Sins, and 

NF thereby render us Objects of Go p's Mercy, and 

| aſſure us of it. Read but Heb. ix. and you will , 

find nothing more plainly affirmed in any Part of 

the Scriptuxes, than it is there. That as under 

the Law of Moſes almoſi all T hings were purged 
with Blood, and without ſhedding of Blood, there 

was uo Remiſſion. That as the High Prieſt went 

once every Vear into the Second Vail to make 

Atonement, but th: not without Blood, which 

be offered ſor-himſelf, and the Sins of the Peo. 

ple. & allo CurnsT being made our High 

Prieſt, is enter d for us into the holieſt of all Hea- 


1 
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ven itſelf, by His own Blood there to make Inter- 
ceſſiom for ut, and by this means is become our 
_ only Mediator. In vain, therefore, do Men ſtrive 
_ to cavil and criticize away particular Texts, 
when the whole Current of the Scriptures 1 ſo 
35 : 2 5 _ C1EAT 
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pode, AF | 
clear in this Point. (3.) That God hath made 
no other Covenant of _ or Favour but by 
our Saviour, is expreſly affirmed by S. Paul, 
Gal. iii. 21. where he ſays, That if there bad 
been a Law given which could have given Life, 
Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 2 But 
that he ſhews could not be, and indeed ſticks 
not to ſay, ii. 21. That if Righteouſneſs come by 
the Law, then CHRIST ts dead in vain, i. e. II 
there had been any other Means of Salvation, 
any way by which we might be accepted as righ- 
teous in the Sight of Go b, but by the Death of 
_ Cuarisr, that would have been needleſs, But 
this need not be inſiſted on any farther, there be- 
ing none among us who 701 our Religion, by 
the Pretence of any other Revelation or Promiſe = 
of Mercy from GOD: And therefore, what hath 
: been ſaid may be ſufficient to ſhew that it is thro”. 
our Saviour, and thro' Him alone that we can 
have any Acceſs unto Gon. Burt. 
III. -As it is thro' our Bleſſed Saviour alone 
that we have an Accuſs unto Go p, ſo my Text 
tells us, that this is By the Spirit, Let us, there- 
fore, now conſider what in this is to be aſcribed 
to the Holy Ghoſt ; how it is that By Him we 
attain it. Now this, in ſhort, is through that 
Sanctification which the Holy Ghoſt works in us. 
For we | our Bleſſed Saviour died for us whilſt 
we were Sinners, to redeem us from that Pu- 
niſhment which was due to our Sins, and reſtore 
us to the Favour of Almigbty Gop; yet this was 
not to be done without our accepting Him as our 
Mediator and Redeemer thro. Faith in Him, and 
repenting of our Sins, and forſaking them, and 
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leading a holy and virtuous Life, ſincerely giving 
_ ourſelves up to the Service of Almighty Gov: 
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For nothing can render Men Objects of Mercy 
who are obſtinate in their Diſobedience, and 
wilfully careleſs of their known Duty; or capa- 


ble of Gop's Favour, ET Wills, Affections, 
Inclinations, and Deſires, are oppoſite and contra- 


9 to the Will of Go p. This our Saviour hath 
declared over and over; and there is nothing 


more plainly, or more frequently aſſerted in tbe 


Holy Scriptures. Now this Faith in Jesus CHRIST, 


this Calling us to Repentance, this aſſiſting and 


ſtrengthening ſuch as are obedient to thoſe Calls : 


The purifying our Wills and Aﬀections, the ſug- | 
geſting to our Minds proper and powerful 
Thoughts, either tending to the reſtraining us 


from Sin, or encouraging us in Piety and Virtue; 


the adding Life, Vigour, and Strength to our 
Endeavours; and, by Degrees, bringing us to, 


take Pleaſure in our Duty, and all thoſe Inſtances 
of it, in the conſtant Practice, Readineſs, and + 
Delight, in which conſiſts that Image of Holi- 
neſs, of which we in this Life are only capable, 
and can only render us ſuch Diſciples of our Sa- 
viour, as He will acknowledge for His at. the 


laſt Day: This neceſſary Sanctification of us be- 


ing expreſly, in the Scriptures, aſcribed to the 


graäacious Influences of the Holy Spirit upon us, 


His working in us and with us, doth plainly ſhew, 


that it is by the Spirit, thro' the Merits and Media- 
tion of our Bleſſed Saviour, that we alone have 


Acceſs unto the Father, and obtain all thoſe ineſti- 


mable Benefits implied in it, and flowing from 


it. How, and in what manner, the Holy Spi- 
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W 
it doth work in us, and with us; ſince Goo 
hath not been pleaſed to reveal to us, it would 
be in vain for us to enquire, who know not 
how one Spirit doth act upon another, nor 

wherein the Strength, and Power, or Weakneſs 
of Spirits, doth conſiſt. Nor, if we could know 
this, could it be of any great uſe to us; fince 
| ſuch Knowledge could not furniſh us with bet- 
ter Means of attaining this Strength, or teach 
us how to uſe it better than we may learn from 
What is already revealed concerning it. No 
more than the knowing how our Soul acts 5 
on our Body, when, upon an Act of our Will, 
it puts it into Motion, could teach us how to 
move ſwifter, or with greater Strength and 
Vigour, than without this Knowledge we are 
_ at preſentable to do. All therefore, which can 
be profitable for us to conſider farther under 
this Head, is, what the Scriptures teach, concer- 
ning the Influences of the Holy Spirit upon us, 
either directly and immediately, or by evident 
Deduction from them, and what Inſtructions 
we may learn from thence; the Sum of which, 
C ©. b . 4 
I. TAT Gop Almighty, by the gracious 
Influences of His Holy Spirit, doth communi- 
I cate a Strength and Power to our Souls, en- 


abling us to perform ſuch Acts of Piety and, 
Virtue, and attain ſuch Habits, as of ourſelves 
medal not do. 5 
2. Trar this Grace, or Influence of the Ho- | 
1 In is promiſed us only ſo far as may be | 
+ | needful to enable us to * ſuch an Obe« 
dience to Gov's Laws, as He will accept, thro' | 


the 


T 
the Merits and Mediation of our. Bleſſed 
Saviour; and that it doth only excite and 
ſtrengthen us to do this, not force, and compel ' 

us; and that Men may, and do (too often) re- 
. Txrar thoſe Graces, that Sanctification, 
which is wrought in us. by the Spirit, He 
worketh in us in a way ſuitable to our reaſon- 
able Nature, and makes ule of external, as well 
as internal Means, for the producing them in us. 
Buch as the Holy Scriptures, Warnings of Gov's | 


!” Miniſters, Advice of Friends, Convictions of 
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our own Conſciences, and the various Methods 


ndnd Events of His Providence, affording juſt Mat- | 


ter of our ſerious Reflectio ee. 
4. TRnAr as the —_ Spirit doth work in us | 
his Graces, in a way fu 


itable to our reaſonable | 


Nature; fo alſo, doth he afford us a Strength þ N 
and Power ſuited and proportioned to the pre-“ 


ſent ſpiritual State we are in: Not giving at 
once, ſuch a Strength as may produce all thoſe 
Effects which the Scriptures aſcribe to the Grace 
of Gop; but in ſuch an Order, and by thoſe De- 
grees, which ſuit with our Capacities and Qua- 
ſifications for them. So that, tho there is no 


n i 


doubt but G op can, in an inſtant (if He pleaſes) | - 


change the moſt vicious Man into a Saint; yet, 
fince He hath no EN that He will do 
ſo, no ſuch Meaſure of the Divine Grace is to be 


expected, any more than that the Sun ſhould 
ſtand ſtill, or any other the moſt miraculous 
Work ſhould be wrought for our Sakes. 
J. TRAx this Grace is promiled to all, who | 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and heartily. profeſs | * 
ET DEE ns e 
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themſelves His Diſciples.” But this not abſolutely; 
but upon the Conditions, (1.) Of their asking 


ir of God in earneſt devout Prayer. (2.) O 
their making uſe of it, when granted, by their 


ſincere Endeayours to dct according to that Power 
they find and feel in themſelves. For to him that 
hath ſhall be given, and from him that hath not. 
Pall be taken even that which he hath, is the ge- 
neral Rule which our Saviour hath laid down ex- 
preſly, concerning all tlie Means and Meaſures of 
Grace which ever Go p affords Men. This is the 
Sum of what we may learn from the Scriptures, 
of the Nature, Manner, and Meature of the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Holy Spirit promiſed to all fincere 
I Chriſtians, and the M | anc 
| 3s, I think, abundantly ſufficient for all the pro- 
| firable Ends and Uſes of any Enquiry we could 
make about it. I ſhall, therefore, now proceed 
to the Uſe and Application of what hath been 
- faid, by ſhewing you, 1. How theſe Things ought 
do affect us: And lafily, How we may attain this 
Temper of Mind, and the happy, bleſſed, and 
_ glorious Fruits and Effects of it. Now, theſe 
Things ought to affect us, 1. With a hearty and 
entire Love of Gop, and a Mind continually diſ- 
poſed to pay Him all Thanks and Praiſes, and to 


leans of attaining it; and 


; Fer His holy Name, not only with our Lipt, 
but in our Lives, This, I ſay, theſe Things ought 
_ firſt to affect us with, becauſe Love and Thank= 
fulneſs are the moſt natural, immediate, and al- 
moſt neceſſary Effects of the Senſe of any Benefit 
received: And greater Benefits cannot be con- 
_ ceived, than what we have received ftom GD 
| by our Bleſſed Saviour, in that gracious Coveiiant 
He hath made for us, * hall fitially be Pat- 


talkets 


& —\ 


takers of, thro' His Merits and Mediation, unleſs © 
we wilfully reject them. So that nothing but un- 
pardonable Infidelity, groſs Stupidity, or wretch- 
ed Thoughtleſneſs, can hinder this Effect from 
being produced in us. I need not repeat what 
1 ſaid in the Beginning of my Diſcourſe, both 
concerning the Wretchedneſs of the State we 
haue been deliver'd from, and the unſpeakable 
Bleſſedneſs of that we are called to, and that 
infinite Love and Condeſcenſion in our Bleſſed 
Saviour, whereby He purchaſed this for us. II 
the delivering us from eternal Miſery and Tor- 
ment, and procuring, and, with His own Blood. 
purchaſing for us Manſions of everlaſting Bliſs 
and Happineſs, cannot affect us with Love to 
our Redeemer, tis certain our Minds are in too 
_ deviliſh a Diſpoſition for us ever to be Objects 
of the leaſt Degree of His Mercy. 2. As theſe 
Things ought to affect us with Love and Thanx 
fulneſs to Go and our Saviour, ſo likewiſe 
with an awful reverential Fear of offending him, 
ſuch as the dearcſt!- beſt beloved Children bear 
towards their Parents, whoſe Carefulneſs to 
_ . pleaſe and obey, ſeems rather to be excited by 
the Dread of grieving and offending ſo muc 
_ Goodneſs, than the Proſpect of the Severity of 
Puniſliment, which muſt be due to ſuch Baſeneſs. 
That dreadful Vengeance which will one Day be 


executed upon all impenitent Sinners, is what 


ought never to be forgotten, as being the moſt 


awakening Conſideration to the moſt harden'd ' 


profligate Sinners. But this Filial Fear of offend- ö 
ing Gop, which ariſes from a Deſire to pleaſe 


Him, and a Delight in our Dory, is what ought 
do be conſtantly cheriſh'd and kept alive in us ; 
—_ — — ————— 9 
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for it will produce the moſt perfect and accepta- 
ble Obedience; it naturally reſults from it, and 

will keep alive in our Hearts, the Love of Go o, 

'a Senſe of His Goodneſs, and thoſe ineſtimable 

Benefits He hath and will beſtow upon us : For, 
indeed, this is but an Act of the trueſt and ſin- 
cereſt Love of Go p, and ail Ads ſtrengthen Ha- 4 
bits of any Kind. 3. What hath been ſaid on the | 
Third Head, in relation to the Aſſiſtance of the | 


Holy Spirit, ought to affect our Minds with Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, in reſpect both to the Dan- 
gers and Difficulties we may meet with in he 
Courſe of our Duty; and with great Watchful- 
neſs and Diligence in the Uſe of our own Endea- 
vours, and that Power Go p is pleaſed to grant us. 
Me are ſure, nothing can befal us, but by the Pro 
vidence of Gop; and we are as ſure, that He will! 
permit nothing to come to His faithful Servants, 
which He will not ſo ſtrengthen them under, that 
they ſhall be able to bear it, and that with great 
Advantage to themſelves. If the Afflictions of 
this World, which are truly light, becauſe they 
can laſt but for a Moment, in Compariſon f 
Eternity, do Work for us a O more exceeding and 
eternal Wei ght of Glory, there is no Cauſe wh 
any Chriſtian: ſhould fear them, ſo as to rink; Th 
under them, or deſert the leaſt Part of his Duty to 
woid them. And if, conſidering the Aﬀiſtance 
BW which is promiſed, no Chriſtian ought to fear tze 
greateſt Evils which can come to him in this 1 
World; how ought we to bluſh and be con- 
founded, when we find every little Trifle ready 
to turn us out of the Way of Cy Pug ir When 4 
the Laughs and Jeers of wicked Men ſhall make ; 
us almoſt aſhamed to own our Profeſſion ? Neys 
1 9 85 * n „„ tte. 
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che Fear of being thought ſingular or ill-bred, 
ſhall make Men comply with very ſuſpicious Pra- 
ctices, if not directly ſinful. This very Conſidera- 
tion that ſuch trifling Temptations have ſuch a 
Force and Influence upon us, is what ought to | 
keep us ſufficiently humble, as ſhewing-what 
weak contemptible Creatures we are in ourſelves, | 
and, at the ſame Time, teach us to be very watch- 
ful and diligent in our Endeavours, when we find 
every thing almoſt which we meet with, either 
leading or driving us into one Sin or other. We 
have heard and know, that all the Influences of the 
Holy Spirit which we can hope for, are only ſuch 


as are properly called A/ſiſtances : That He works 
in us, in a way ſuitable to our reaſonable Na- 
tures and Proportions, theſe Aids to the preſent 
ſpiritual State we are in, and either adds or 
* withdraws His Grace, as Men make uſe of or 
abuſe it. So that if we expect any Benefit from 
this, we muſt be very watchful, not only againſt- 
the ſeveral Temptations we Meet with, and ex- 
ert all our Force againſt them; but alſo, careful 
to obſerve the ſeveral Ways and Means whichare 
any way offer'd us, of improving and growing 
ſtronger in Virtue: (for otherwiſe we do not 
make uſe of the Grace Gov affords us) And 
theſe will be abundantly afforded to every Per- 
ſon who out of a hearty Belief of God's Love 
to. Mankind in our Bleſſed Saviour, endea- 
_ vours ro keep up ſuch a lively Senſe of it 
that his Mind may be continually diſpoſed 
do pay Him all the Thanks and Praiſes which 
 @ Heart affected with an entire Love of Him, 
Lean exprels or ſuggeſt; and out of an awful Fear 
of offcnding agatyſt ſo much Love, keeps a con. 
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tinual Watch over his Actions; and ſenſible of his 
own Weakneſs and Vileneſs, earneſtly prays for 
the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, and in aſſurance 
of ſuch a Meaſure of it as may be proper for him, 
exerts his own Endeavours heartily and ſincerely. 
And this is, in ſhort, that Temper of Mind, which 
the Conſidexation of that Acceſs, which is granted 
us to the Father, thro' the Son, by the Holy Spirit, 
ought to affect us with. Let us, therefore, naw, 
in the laſt place, conſider, how we may beſt at- 
rain this, and the happy, bleſſed, and glorious 
Fruits and Effects of it. And the Directions I 
haue now to offer in this caſe, (next to the ſolemm 
devout Prayer in private, with which we ought _ 
to begin, and ee day, and our due At- 
tendance on the Publick Worſhip of Gov, and 
frequent Participation of the Holy Sacament) are 
| briefly theſe Three: Frequent Meditation; Wean- n- 
ing our Affections from the things of this World; 
and acting in everything as unto G op. Now by 
Meditation here, I do not mean ſo much that ſe- 
rious Recolle&ion and Pondering in our Minds, 
the Matter, Ground, and Reaſons of our Faith 
and Hope; the Repreſenting to our Minds, the 
many various and moſt affecting Inſtances. of 


;  Govp's Love to us; what Returns of Gratitude 
rand Obedience theſe require from us; how ſhort 
ve of them, all we are able to do, muſt fall; and, 
a- how much leſs we do than what we are able; 
it the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of our Lives, and 


ed the near Approach of our Entrance upon an eternal, 

ch aunchangeable State of Happineſs, or Miſery; and 

m, ſuch other awakening and enlivening Conſidera- 
ear tions, as will be ſuggeſted to a ſerious Mind, with- 

ö drawing itſelf from all worldly Thoughts, and 
— d ws TT letting 


- 


37 . 2 1 I 1 1 44 ; 
fetting itſelf romeditate on theſe Things. This, in- 
deed, is what every ſerious Chriſtian will allow 
himſelf ſome time for, let the other neceſſary Buſi- 
nes of his Life be never fo great; and that too, not 


TRE 1 But this, I ſay, is not what I under- 
ſtand here by frequent Meditation, fo much as 
tdtthat ſerious, tho' ſhort Application, which the 
' moſt buſy Man in this World may make of almoſt 
every thing he meets with. This our Saviour 
hath taught us how todo, in a great many Inſtan- 
ces of the moſt common Occurrences of humane 
Life, by the Application he hath made of them in 
his Parables. And indeed, ſuch Reflections ſeem = 
to be ſo plain and natural, that Men cannot need Fx 1 
any farther Direction, than the Reminding them 
ſometimes of doing it. Thus, how plain and na- 
[i tural is it for Men, when they ſee or hear the 
|  Importunity of any Beggar in the Street, to re- 
fleet upon the Coldneſs and Indevortion of 
ft their own Prayers to Gop; when the Thank- 
= fulneſs with which they receive a ſmall Alms, 
7 their own Ingratitude for the Multitude of Bene- 
ll | fits they have received; or, when at any time they 
| obferve, with Indignation, the Ingratitude of choſe FX 
| People, and their baſe Abuſe of their Neighbour's 
Charity, to conſider how odious, in the Sight of 
| Gop, andunworthy of His Mercy, ſuch Behaviour 
.  ofthcirowntowards Him muſt make them ? How _ 
ſeverely doth the buſy Diligence, and Solicitude 
ok Men after worldly Riches, upbraid our Sloth, 
ll Negligence, and Cureleſneſs, in the Purſuit of the 
true Riches? How naturally doth our daily Bread, 
the moſt common ordinary Benefits we receive, 
lead us to confider the gracious' Hand of Provi- 
denee from whence we receive them, and the ſe- 
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veral Croſſes, Diſappointments and Afflictions, in 
a manner drive us to look up to Go D who ap- 
points them? In ſhort, as the Hand of God is vi- 
dle ſome way or other in every Thing we meet 
with, and there is hardly any Thing but will af- 
ford us Matter for Praiſe, Humiliation, or Inſtru- 
ction: If we accuſtom ourſelves to make ſuch 
Application of them, we cannot fail of keeping 
up a lively Senſe of Go p upon our Minds; eſpe- 
cially, if in the ſecond Place, we endeavour to 
wean our Affections from the Things of this 
World. And this, not only by 5 1 the 
Uncertainty of them, as well as our own Lives, 
the Vanity and Emprineſs of all worldly Enjoy- 
ments, the great Snares, Temptations, and oſten 
real Evils, they are to us, and the like ; but alſo, | 
by acting ſuitably to ſuch Perſuaſions; by a ſober 
and temperate Uſe. of them, always and often- 
times a very ſparing one; by employing our 
world:y Goods in ſuch Uſes as Gop hath ap- 
pointed for them, and by denying ourſelves in 
Things we have a great Mind to, when we find 
our Wills growing too ſtrong, our worldly De- 
ſires too eager, and our Diſappointments too vex- 
atious and uneaſy to us. And laſily, If we act in 
every Thing as unto Go p, i. e. with Uprightneſs _ 
and Sincerity, as in the Sight of Go p, to whom 
we are to give an Account of every Thing we do. 
and He fees and knows the very Secrets of our 
Hearts. It is S. Paul's Direction, Col. iti. 23. What- 
 ſoever ye do, do it heartily, as unto the Lo RD, and 
not unto Men. And, indeed, this is abſolutely. 
neceſſary for every Perſon who would keep up | 
any Senſe of Go Þ upon his Mind: For there is 
nothing doth ſo effectually baniſh the Thoughts of 


Him * 


Ky 


N * "CY 
ö —— er de 
— - p CRETE 1 r 1 3 
ppc . AO TRE * _ 


—— — 
— —äö—[—˙— — — 


— — — . 

— . — 
W - 

_ * 

— u 


2 a = 
© 
E- 0 
— — 
— — — 
— 
= 


—— — 


* 9 
— 
— . _— - » — » 
— * — — —— — -. 
—— — 4 
20 1 —— 
3 * 1 > N ” * 


IN 
{ 4 . 3 
\ : 4 . 

i 


* 
- 6 
: 4 u.- 
* 
# » 
Z * 


Wond 


4 + 


>. « 
* 


an 


if 


Him out of Mens Minds, as the Senſe of Guile, 
with a Delight in thoſe Things which cauſe it; 
becauſe, in theſe Circumſtances, Men cannot con- 
ſider Him without Horror; and then it is no 
ber Go b is not in all their Thought. 
But when Men are conſcious that their chief Aim 
is to ſerve and obey Him, that they take Care 
that all their Actions are innocent, the main 
.. Courſe of their Lives commendable, and in ſome 
Meaſure tending to Gop's Glory, according to 
the Station and Ability which He grants them ; 
that they allow themſelves in no Act or Habit of 
any known Sin, but endeavour to grow. better 
every Day, by ſtriving againſt the Infirmities of 
their Natures, and that Weakneſs which, by evil 
\ - Habits, they have contracted. As they have 
then, through Faith in our Saviour, a Title to 
© that Mercy He hath purchaſed and obtained for 


us ; they.can then, with Comfort and Delight, 


entertain the Thoughts of G o p, and every Thing 
almoſt will bring Him into their Minds. Now 
 Gop of His infinite Mercy grant, that we way 


make a right Uſe of the Means of Grace He af- 


fords us by His Holy Spirit, that finally we may 
4 5 have Acceſs unto Him, | through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Bleiſed Saviour Jesvs Cumusr. 


800 278 


; a — 7 
8 % *& 4 4 * ; i 5 . js „ 
2 g - _ . Y 8 N - = 
x . - . + . 2 1 . 5% ab *% : * 
0 * 4 3 >: thy N ; - 
one 7 * 4 — 3 8 - . > F. » - 
F 4 4 . A 1 1 * : * 
> 7 * 2 . a wy : *. * oh A * cis 8 * * E>.. ? A | 
— < 7 . \ - * * ; Py 1 * * * hich 4 2 F : k 
. A TS. U a * ** * . * * 5 3 
5 ; —＋wê7ü wi * - 3 * 
£ o F k Wa... + * 
A # „ » » * ; ol L 
* | ” » #7 7 * q : mm... 4 . . * N 
# * ” 63 ; * © ” 32 J » N « by * k o * . % — * 


A z — 
F * 
— 


9 
„ * os 
* 
, 4 
= —*q 
5 1 
* 
N 
"2M 
* 


"3 
— "EXE 
5; 
GE” 
5 
aw # 


— 
— 


(On 


bo 8 y Tet TT 2 
e —— i be K 2. 


ro 


- 


'# com 


wx "20-4 


— — 636VLv RPO W 3 . 1 r - TE 6 n * 4 1 : > 


, 


J I ORE as”, 1 niet dar et Bnant 5 


- 


on 


” N * 


* 


6 


. « | . 66 „ a a = r . 


— 
= 


a Ab. ——— Me... 7 K a. an a 
1 5 " = >. — . * 


—4 


Dr 


